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induced to sell their country and their posterity, for a pre-
sent advantage to themselves; so long it is evident to a de-
monstration, that gentlemen, who have hy so frequent re-
turns of chargeable elections exhausted their estate and
impoverished their families, will be much more likely to seek
or to embrace opportunities of re-imbursing themselves, and
preventing their own immediate ruin, at the expense of the
public liberty and security; much more likely, I say, to act
this part, than if the term were made longer; and if by that
means they might hope to be at rest from expense for a
much longer time.

Add to this, that personal and party revenge, which is, of
all others, the most strong principle in the bulk of men,
never fails to actuate both the candidates and the electors.
If ever our ruin be effected, it is too probable this will be
the great engine of it. And let every one judge, whether
anything could be devised more likely, eitner to raise, or
actuate, or preserve that spirit in its keenness and bitter-
ness, than the triennial returns of elections, and the expect-
ation of them: or whether anything can give us any respite
from that spirit, and its fatal consequences, but an alteration
of those returns to a longer distance.

There is another consideration very well worth mentioning
on this subject, which is the distribution of justice in the
countries. It is manifest that nothing hath diverted the
course of it from its proper current so much as the party
views of men, kept up to such a degree by the expected re-
turns of frequent elections; and that nothing can recall it
again but some rest from those views which turned it aside.
Men will not have the temptation, and therefore not the in-
clination, either to suspend justice or to act contrary to it,
in many of those instances in which now their constant hopes
or fears, actuated by the frequency of elections, are too apt
to draw them aside. Besides that, when some intermission
is given to the heats and quarrels of neighbours, the occasions
and opportunities of partiality or injustice must, in good
measure, cease.

The effects which I have now" gone over are but too cer-
tain, as they are the natural product of the passions of men
in a divided nation; and they are evils which will be, by de-
grees, at least very much abated by the present design.
We have hitherto considered our triennial elections, their